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children, a boy and girl, had been kidnapped by an enemy, and he begged for leave to go and ransom them. He also asked for the loan of a sum of money to pay the ransom. This, however, he said, was quite secure ; for he was a man of great patience and resource, and he had no doubt whatever that, if he devoted himself seriously to the task, when on leave during the next six months, he would be able to capture a woman, whom he could hold to ransom for a sum which would repay his outlay with interest and give him a little in addition. There was also, he hinted, an element of insult in the proceeding which might have to be dealt with in another way, but that would not conflict with the business side of the transaction.
Such is life as lived in the " prickly hedge," and after looking at it for a fortnight at close quarters, I agree with Lord Rosebery that the worst use to which we